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Aldridge, James SIGNED WITH THEIR HONOUR Little, Brown 
* A deeply moving story of the abortive and gallant gesture of the inadequate- 


ly prepared British forces in Greece and Crete, as experienced through Flight Lieutenant 
Quayle, of the Eighty Squadron, a closely knit group of fliers sent to carry the burden 
of air defense just as the Germans began moving down into Greece. Through his story 
one virtually enters into the intensity of emotional experience, the dog fights, the 
unequal battle against terrific odds, the sense of personal loss as one after another 
pays the ultimate price, and the growing sense of futility and anger and despair and 
resentment of the stupidities and blindness of staff, headquarters, bigwigs away from 
the battle front. Interwoven with the war is the sharply etched love story of Quayle 
and Helen Stangou, a Greek girl with a hospital unit, first in Athens, then in Janina, 
-and the poignancy of his need for her, a need which carries him through the Italian 
lines when he is shot down behind them, and back to Janina, and then on - with her —- to 
6 Athens, and to Crete. One shares a growing understanding and affection for the men of 
Greece who refused to be defeated, even when the Fifth Column betrayed them. Finally, 
after a second escape from fallen Crete, and with a new unit in Africa, Quayle gropes 
his way towards a realization that a cumulative bitterness and resentment, contributed 
by the many, will bear fruit - perhaps not too late. The end - almost inevitable - is 
better realism than fiction, as it should be. The publishers are backing this substan- 
tially. Serialization in Colliers may affect the immediate sales, but the book has 
what it takes to make a permanent place for itself in the literature of war, a merging 
of skilled reporting, critical objectivity, a sense of plot and people. $2. 50 


September 21 
Hi nt, Howard EAST OF FAREWELL Knopf 


Thig book will be - in my mind - so indissolubly linked with Signed With 
Their Honour (reviewed above) - that it is difficult to report them separately. Where 
one book takes the reader into the very spiritof the fliers, the other does the same 
for the men manning a destroyer on patrol duty. Both crystallize their own segments 
of thts war unlike all other wars so inescapably that they become reality and not fic- 
tion:- these things must have happened so..fast of Farewell does what Lightship did in 
making the reader learn to know intimately the officers, their backgrounds, the events 
that molded them and brought them down to the present. Howard Hunt does it more 
succintly; it is not his major story, as it was in Lightship. were is an impelling pic- 
ture of the battle of the Atlantic, "not a kid glove ocean these days" - of the deadly 
monotony strained by the underlying tenseness none would acknowledge. One gets the 
sense of slow motion progress, of the virtually unspoken fear that oil will give out 
and leave them stranded, of the resentment at feeling cut off by imposed radio silence, 
1 @ by the loss of the part of the convoy and the other destroyers,- by the failure of the 
guard to contact them as they approach their goal, of the grim sense of responsibility 
towards the merchantmen they are escorting. The days are broken by incidents -the _ 
sighting of an abandoned ship's raft, and all it implies; the necessity of breaking 
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radio silence by notifying Washington of their plight; the danger of being forced to 
signal one of the merchantmen to douse their running lights - and always the watch for 
lurking subs. Then the torpedoing - three merchantmen lost in quick succession, and 
the battle between destroyer and submarine, ending in victory. One of the most signi- 
ficant scenes is near the end, when the rules of the sea impel the men to make all 
shipshape, get haircuts, shaves, and get into uniforms as they approach what stands 
for civilization again. Hard-biting, tough-spoken, realistic - but so intensely human 


and alive that it is never crude and crass. A book for men chiefly. $2.50 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS: Fiction 
Augusy 7 S2hd | 
Gallico, Paul GOLF IS A FRIENDLY GAME | . Knopf 


A good item for summer sales, but no great shakes for a permanent place. 
Gallico does this sort of thing well. Eight stories of golf, golfing, tournaments, 
players and the business of signing up winners to advertise equipment. The adventures 
and misadventures of one William Fowler, equipment representative, as he attempts to 
fulfill his boss‘ many orders and requirements. There is romance and woman trouble, 
Superstition, gambling and charity, the routing of a fifth column, and so on. There 
are various golf courses, match and medal play, and slick tricks to wind up the plots. 
All in all good lightweight for followers of the sport. I1ll'd by Herbert Roese.$2.50 


August 17 
Babson, Naomi Lane LOOK DOWN FROM HEAVEN Reynal & Hitchcock 


A good woman's story of integrity and moral fortitude, with better focus 
and centralization than her previous books, The Yankee Bodleys and All the Tomorrows. 
This tells the story of Mary, daughter of immigrant Hannie, from 1905 to 1919, as she 
makes her way in the New England town of Wine Harbor. While keeping her friendship 
for outspoken, almost outcast Pinkie, Mary meantime absorbs the atmosphere surrounding 
Linette and her son Ronn, works summers to finish her schooling, and takes a job at 
the summer hotel after her mother's death. Then - with her goal in sight, the teaching 
job she has wanted, she finds that she is going to have Ronn's baby, and determines at 
all hazards to go through with it. She goes to Boston to have the baby, returns to the 
summer job at the hotel, learns that Ronn has died, and stoutly refuseg to give up the 
child to Linette. She faces the future with the sureness of another man's love.$2.50 


August 19 ~~ 
Ross, Ishbel ISLE OF ESCAPE Harper 


Reads lightly but well, this story of six who arrive in America via the 
same ship, and whose lives interlock again on shore to provide romance and a spyhunt. 
There is Bill, journalist assigned to do a story on the luxury refugees, a story which 
turns up a hornet's nest; there is Maria, foreign agent unsuspected; there are the 
Rudenheimers, older, broken, he a famous psychiatrist who finds no opening in the new 
world, and she who gives Bill the lead he needs on the espionage cabal; and Mary, an 


English girl bringing a small niece to safety, and with whom Bill falls in love. A 
little overdressed and superficial, but satisfactory light fare. $2.50 V 
Silone, Ignazio THE SEED BENEATH THE SNOW vy Harper 


For those who hailed Bread and Wine as one of the significant novels of the 
decade, it will be good news that here is a sequel in another novel about the rebel, 
Pietro Spina, well born younger son of a notable Southern Italian family, who has 
broken with his family and friends over his consistent opposition to the Fascistic 
movement. His staunch supporter is his grandmother, Donna Maria Vincenza, who seeks 
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and wins his pardon - and then turns it down when he refuses to accept the conditions. 
She is fearless but troubled; and an old family retainer persuades him that he cannot 
involve her further, so Pietro escapes to the Dalmatian mountains, there to be shield- 
ed by others who are with him in the cause of fermenting underground opposition. It 

is an enlightening picture of the venality, the blustering of the rulers; the cowering 
servility of the people who would sacrifice integrity for a form of security, of the 
boorish bullying of the minor officials, and of the mutterings of the peasants. There's 
romance, too, but to Pietro loyalty and friendship come first - and he pays the price. 
The pace of the story is slowed down by long monologues and diatribes; but the atmos- 
phere and the picture carry the ring of truth, and certain characters are sharply 
drawn. $2..75,~ 


August 19 _ 
Wright, Harold Bell THE MAN WHO WENT AWAY Harper 


His first novel in ten years - and one cannot help but wonder what impelled 
him to write it now. There is no sense of immediacy about it; it dates undeniably. It 
is a story of regeneration in the forest primeval, as a man who had left years before 
returns to seek a deserted wife and child, and finds a strange threesome, June, his 
grandchild, blind and pure of heart; her evil aunt and foster mother, his daughter, 
and now head of a lawless gang, and Will, whom June loves, a forester who is a free 
spirit. Crime and punishment, revenge and retribution, bring sorrows but make better 


people of them all. $2. aa” 
1CoO 
Falstaff, Jake COME BACK TO WAYNE COUNTY 2° )/ Houghton, Mifflin 


More landmarks in the map of Wayne County as young Lemuel spends a summer 
as hired man on various farms. There are tales and stories of family, friends, neigh- 
bors and local characters; there's a picture of cradling wheat, of haying; there are 
accidents, fatal and otherwise, the blacksmith, the poolroom, domestic teasing and 
young Lemuel's fourth love. There are visits of distant relatives, a new baby and 
Lemuel's early writing. Fullness of life and the ome of living in these warm-heart- 


ed sketches of farm and country and people. Du $2.00 
Foley, Martha - &d. THE BEST SHORT STORIES OF 1942 Houghton, Mifflin 


Story Magazine's Martha Foley carries on the O'Brien tradition with a col- 
lection made in his manner, with the same criteria of fine writing and a true sense of 
the contemporary, but, it seems to me, a better sense of entertainment value. There 
is less showing of newcomers; the old rank and file names include Kay Boyle, David De 
Jong, Mackinlay Kantor, Nancy Hale, Irwin Shaw, John Steinbeck, William Saroyan, and 
so on. Some characters familiarized in books reappear- Sam Small, Flicka, Big Doc's 


Girl and Sally Benson's St. Louis Smiths. Good reading - good writing. $2.75 & 
August 21 
Conrad, Joseph A CONRAD ARGOSY Doubleday, Doran 


This is being done as a B.O.M. dividend, but should prove a good stock item 
for bookstores, and a good public library item for those libraries that do not feel it 
imperative to stock all of Conrad. Includes Youth, Heart of Darkness, The Nigger of the 
Narcissus, Il Conde, Gaspar Ruiz, The Brute, Typhoon, The Secret Sharer, Freya of the 
Seven Isles, The Secret Agent, The Duel, The End of the Ether, The Shadow-line, A Per- 
sonal Record. There is a Bibliography which will supplement the material included by 
record of the balance of his work. There is to be an introduction by McFee, ay eee 
cut illustrations by Hans Alexander Mueller. ~ ei 
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Kandel, Aben THE STONES BEGIN TO DANCE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Are we too harrowed and haunted by the war to find a place for this slim 
novel of one segment of the dispossessed, the flotsam of refugee Europe who have sought 
refuge in that slum section under the Williamsburg Bridge, New York City? It seems in- 
evitable that books which in other times might reach our social consciences are finding 
small recognition today. Perhaps the fey quality, the tenderness and the not too sac- 
charine sentiment will carry this to the people who liked Nathan's One More Spring... 
It is the story of old Marco, to whom all the neighbors turned for spiritual and prac- 
tical advice. He was as poor as they, but he had a sense of drama and imagination, 
and it was he who thought of transporting a little Polish family and their pathetic 
possessions from the sidewalk on Delancy Street, to the regal portals of an apartment 
house on Park Avenue where their absentee landlord lived. It was he who led the pil- 
¢grimage of all the pushcarts to City Hall to plead for a right to continue their 
scrubby struggle for a livelihood in a market under the bridge. It was he who put 
through the plans for a final party in the market for all who had ever worked there. 
And when an uninvited guest came for him at the end, he was ready to go. One could 


wish the manner of telling the story had been simpler. $2.00 
August 21 
Jennings, John GENTLEMAN RANKER Reynal & Hitchcock 


Next to Valour was "scooped" by Northwest Passage, though in many ways it 
was a better book, and should have been sold as dovetailing into that story with but 
little overlapping. Call the New World treated of a phase of history from a new angle- 
South America's struggle for independence, close on the heels of our own. Now comes 
Gentleman Ranker ~ again an historical novel with a meticulously detailed handling of 
a segment of history previously slighted,- the ill fated Braddock's expedition and its 
aftermath. Jennings is a good scholar - his details show the result of careful and 
imaginative use of authentic material. But he still needs to learn the use of the 
blue pencil; his novels seem overburdened and his plots have periods of sagging which 
weary the reader. Much of this I liked. Young Stephen Trent grows through his exper- 
ience as a private tricked into his majesty's forces just as the expedition is about 
to sail. He makes enemies and friends along the way. He finds himself man enough to 
stand the appalling regime of the military in those days, the cruelty, the inhumanity, 
the opportunity for petty spite. He rescues a girl in distress - and later marries her. 
The expedition ends in defeat and rout - but the wars go on, and ultimately Stephen is 
taken captive by the Indians, escapes, and comes back to find his wife and children 
safe - and his friends reunited. A good substantial meaty historical novel, which 
might have been a better one. (Note change of publisher - from Macmillan) $2.75 


September 9 
Loring, Emilie RAINBOW AT DUSK Little, Brown 


Not her best - but it will serve for many, this story of Jess, who is stay- 
ing on her aunt's Carolinian plantation, and of the four men who amplify her busy 
civilian defense career. One is married, one is crooked, one is a friend of childhood, 
and one is a major on duty. The Major gets his fifth columnists - and Jess, though she 
spars and spats until the very close. Patriotic pastime for rental fans. $2.00 
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September 11 
Hough, Henry Beetle _ALL THINGS ARE YOURS Doubleday, Doran 


A consistent, convincing piece of work, in a robust novel of the '90's, and 
of two who knew what they wanted or thought they did. Lottie and Joe have their eyes 
on their goals:- she to become an opera singer, he to make money and gain power. Both 
arrive - their paths recross through the years - they have married, but not happily - 
but at the end, they realize that they have sacrificed happiness for ambition - and 
that their choice had not brought them what they wanted. A good picture of a period, 
which has more to recommend it than the outline of the story would indicate. $2.50 


September 15 
Vicar, Henry | THE COMPANY OWNS THE TOOLS Westminster 


Thesis novel, seemingly authentic (perhaps autobiographical?) but for a 
definitely limited audience. The story of Hollis, a lanky country boy with a sound 
head and a fighting spirit, who leaves his small town to get ahead in a large automo- 
bile industrial city. There he finds all the sins of labor and capital which he bucks, 
head on:- summer layoff, pressure, speed-up, Negro discrimination, and the futility of 
the individual. He joins the Union, and then fights their violence tactics and the 
organizer's professional agitation. A near lynching, a threatened strike, and Hollis 
braves attacks on both sides to effect a settlement between them. $2.00 


September 17 
Briggs, William Harlow DAKOTA IN THE MORNING. Parrar & Rinehart 


Nicely and often affectingly done, this story of a boy growing up, and simu~ 
ltaneously of the Dakota territory community to which his family came. The town, Lan 
caster, was part of the land tract opened up in the '80's, when Bud was seven. Through 
his consistently curious, eager (if not always understanding) eyes, the growth of the 
town unfolds. The railroad is put through - people move in - Bud's father builds a 
house — preoccupations of chores, enterprises, the fulfillment of his one great wish 
to own a pony - and the loss of first one, then another - these incidents pace the un- 
folding of his story, which ends as he is almost grown up. Quiet, genuine Americana. 

$2.50 


September 22 
Flint, Margaret ENDURING RICHES Dodd, Mead 


Adequate feminine fare, this story of a battle, for better, for worse, of 
two independent people who finally achieve family unity through the skirmishes in which 
they engage. A story of adult married life with conflicts of temperament and charac-— 
ter as Judith, Maine born and hred, and Cal clash at every point, - money, child 
raising, relatives, friends, morals, etc. Their physical love bridges the gaps until 
Cal's refusal to attempt to understand young Bruce - leads to Judith's decision to 
leave him. But Bruce settles the issue by running away, and forcing Cal to respect 
his grit and to come to terms. $2.50 
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September 23 
Johnson, Dorothy M. BEULAH BUNNY TELLS ALL Morrow 


Against a western background, pleasant, jovial, slightly sentimental stor- 
ies of a kindly schoolmarm, Miss Bunny, whose nose is always in other people's busi- 
ness. She has a special protege’ in Strawberry Roan, rancher, hobo, singer, who makes 
his mark with the folk music he has picked up on the road. She patches up his first 
romance with Barbara Ellen, who went to New York for a literary career but came back 
through the intervention of Miss Bunny. There are other matCchmakings, and the promo- 
tion of a prize fight, and the disposal of a prospective suitor, and a fortune-telling 
act which almost ends in jail. most of the stories ran in the Post, and provided en- 
tertainment for a wide audience. Good for rentals chiefly. $2. 50 


rs 


September 24 ~— 
von Tempski, Armine THUNDER IN HEAVEN Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Romance and leprosy in the Hawaiian Islands with a picture of the people 
and their life that has the same warmheartedness and color of the author's autobio- 
graphical Born tn Paradtse. April, engaged to Dale, impulsively returns to her home- 
land; Thord, escaping unmerited scandal in New York, is rehabilitated by the kindness 
and direction of plantation doctor, Kauka, a half-white, whose duties and devotion to 
leprosy research, promise Thord a future. Thord and April fall in love with the ob- 
stacles of her family, Thord's disgrace in the States, April's fiance, are not removed 
easily, while Thord and Kauka's unauthorized work with a hidden colony of lepers con- 
tributes further problems, and provide situations of particular appeal for feminine 
readers. $2.75 


Swain, Virginia THE DOLLAR GOLD PIECE Farrar & Rinehart 


The story of a boom town, as Kansas City, Missouri, in 1887, epitomized a 
period of money-on-the-make, out to conquer society. There was a real estate boom 
and business knew no rules; women conformed as necessity demanded and ruled in their 
Own way. Politics and ambition hand in hand put Leona's marriage on the rocks, but 
eventually the wheel turned, and Leona, betrayed by a man unworthy of her, takes over 
her dead father's business, loses her fears, thrusts the two she had trusted from her 
home - and turns hopefully to the future. (Reported originally for January publica- 
tion.) More female than male appeal - detailed but not conclusive. $2.75 


September 25 
Farnol, Jeffery VALLEY OF NIGHT Doubleday, Doran 


Romance, murder, wreckers, smuggling - all capably handled by deus ex 
machina Jasper Shrig, as he persuades a retiring gentleman to concern himself with the 
overdue inheritance of one Virginia Wrybrook. The action centers around the Cornwall 
coast and the dubious behavior of the Polgarth family, with Virginia the center of 
the net. The evil doers get their rewards - Virginia takes the boy who loves her - and 
Shrig's enlisted helper gets himself a wife. Familiar Farnol fantasy, translated 
into somewhat different terms. $2.50 
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Page, Celia RESORT HOTEL Doubleday, Doran 


Lucy, prim and pristine, turns Cinderella overnight and comes out behind 
her glasses and the registration desk to become hostess of a Florida resort hotel. 
She gets two beaux for her string, but the one she likes best of all proves evasive. 
He is older, and - she suspects - is implicated in a diamond robbery. She turns to 
the other man on the rebound, but at the close, sees her favorite cleared of suspicion 
and the coast open for her future. Pretty much what you expect. Rental tripe. $2.00 


Sullivan, Richard SUMMER AFTER SUMMER Doubleday, Doran 


I suppose there is a market for a book of this kind, but it seems pretty 
nebulous to me. Do you remember Enid Bagnold's The Door of Life, which was a long- 
drawn out study of a pregnant woman's psychology? Well, this has the same thesis, 
transferred to a different social scale, as an inarticulate youngish couple, facing 
the coming of their second child, alternately pushed apart and brought together in 
their period of waiting, face the small challenges of marriage. Julie, a rather un- 
pleasant three year old, has childish ailments; Anna, the mother, is threatened re- 
currently with miscarriage; the husband, a clerk in a drygoods store, has a period of 
reluctant attraction to a cheap floozie of the town; a couple with whom they are 
friendly are seen drifting into trouble; the budget is always on the ragged edge. One 
of these photographic pictures, with scant appeal for the average reader. $2.50 


September” 29 lo]-u0 
Coffin, Robert P. Tristram BOOK OF UNCLES Macmillan 


Coffin has an established audience, and this will strike a spark for then, 
though I question its extending that reading market. With nostalgia, affection, folk- 
sy humor, he introduces some of his favorite people, his uncles, rooted in truth and 
augmented with fiction. A nice species, these Maine old timers, - Uncle S8hubael, who 
was unlucky on an epic scale; Uncle Nate who created the doughnut; Uncle Timothy, the 
scapegoat who disappeared; Uncle Peter who lost seven sons and replaced them} Uncle 
Atos who was just average; Uncle Walt who told lies, etc. etc. It has a nice quality. 

$2.00 


September 2 22 
Parmenter, Cnristine Whiting A GOLDEN AGE Crowell 


A comfortable reflection, in material and style, of the unharried life of 
the 1880's and '90's in a town near Boston, as the ten year chronicle of the Moore 
family leisurely unfolds. No money troubles, no problem children, this is placid 
domestic life, as Papa, owner and editor of a newspaper, adores and restrains his 
laughter for Mama, who never lies, and who manages her brood of five with gentle hand. 
Close patterned family life, with numerous incidents, amusing and adventurous and 
human; palatable for home consumption, a time exposure period piece that is a blander 
concoction than Meet Me In St Louis but in not dissimilar vein. $2. 50 


Meredith, Anne THE FAMILY MAN Howell, Soskin 


A step up and growth for Anne Meredith, in a book almost wholly for women, 
but with more substance than anything she has done. It is an agreeable, capable story 
of a Victorian family, whose head, Edwin Clair, tries to manipulate his wife and child- 
ren for his own satisfaction, sparing neither discretion, strategy nor cruelty. There 
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are his poised, evasive wife, his five children, his spinster sister, his failure of 
a brother-in-law, ahd dominating them all, his biting, bullying grandmother. Gradually 
the members of the familly escape him, through marriage, work, death, and only Jane, his 
wife, remains under his suzerainty. Reads well - should rent easily, with some sales. 
$2. 50 


TWO LATE COMERS - July 24 
Carfrae, Elizabeth AUTUMN GLORY . Putnam 


Very feminihe interpretation of woman's marital problems, in a longspan 
novel of Ehglish life, before and during two wars, as Margaret reviews her marriage 
with George, in which her determination to hold the family together for the sake of 
their five children, has overridden her knowledge of George's duplicity, ruthlessness 
and weaknesses. She had married him for money and finds out her mistake too late; 
she holds the threat of divorce as a weapon to bring him to heel, stands between him 
and the children's chance to lead their own lives, and conceals her love for Hugh. And 


at the end, the straight and narrow path brings its own reward. Rentals. $2.00 
July 24 

Costain, Thomas B. FOR MY GREAT FOLLY Putnam 

ss Here's grand scale summer entertainment, escape reading that men may like 


even better than women, in a romantic adventure novel built around the sea-rover, John 
Ward, hero of the Spanish wars, during the reign of the dour King James I. There is 
plenty of cloak and sword romance, sea battles and a duel on land, but this was no age 
of chivalry, but a sordid, noisome world with underworld life, where crime and vice 
flourished under gangster rule, while a strange king played politics with the Spaniards 
and signed away England's rights. Only the freebooters in the Mediterranean upheld the 
honor of the nation on the seas - and one by one they were betrayed and hung as pirates. 
John Ward was their leader - Roger was scarcely more than 2 lad when he enlisted to 
fight at his side; both of them loved little Katie, but John found other attractions 

and Roger returned to win her in his own right. Good story telling; convincing charac- 
terizations; an authentic picture of the period, though - quite frankly - the deliberate 
use of the "cant" of the day interferred, for me, with the pace of the tale, and the 
bawdy undertones might give some conservatives pause. $2.75 


DEPARTMENT OF MURDER AND SUDDEN DEATH 
August 6 
Simenon MAIRGET AND M. LABBE~ Harcourt, Brace 


One more of transatlantically popular Maigret, including Death of a Harbor- 
master, and introducing M. Labbe“in The Man From Everywhere. Maigret in his favorite 
waterside sleuthing; Labbe in Alsace crossing swords with the mysterious M. Serge. 
Satisfactory Maigret - so-so Labbe? $2.00 


August 7 
Gill, Tom NORTH TO DANGER Putnam 


Par for writing and for yarn, in this story set in Northern Canada, just 
after the United States entry into the war, when the German agents are building a base 
and are almost ready to strike. Discovered and captured through the adventures of a 
trouble shooter for a large fur company and his childhood sweetheart, pilot of a mail 
plane over the frozen north. $2.00 
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August 7 

Scherf, Margaret THEY CAME TO KILL Putnam 

Another blithe bit of burying which introduces Dr. Mitton, a dude but no 


dud when it comes to sleuthing the death of the man he came to kill, along with two 
others who shared the intention. Money, morphine, malice, as motives among a limited 


group - with Mitton supplying the headwork for the local sheriff. Bright. $2.00 
August 14 
Sale, Richard PASSING STRANGE Simon & Schuster 


Pregnancy prgponderating, with detailed clinicalities, as Westchester ob- 
stetrician Merritt becomes the nub of a quadruple-murder, which detective Daniel Web- 
ster sleuths from California to New York. Murder during a Caesarian section precedes 
three less spectacular killings and Merritt, holding the key, saves himself by poison- 


, ing murderer. Lots of moompix characters, with entertaining writing. $2.00 
August 19 VY 
White, Ethel Lina HER HEART IN HER THROAT Harper 
* The lady with a flair for terror - and strange shenanigans, does a turn 


on The Turn of the Screw in this story of a young governess, and her two charges, 
morbidly bewitched by her predecessor. Two unreasoned killings, the Black Man bogey 
in the boarding house next door, and a miscellany of poltergeist phenomena make a 

very frightened, flurried governess of Elizabeth, and leads to the past for clarifica- 





tion. Thriller de luxe. $2.00 


August 20 
Wahl, Alberta Hughes HANDSOME, BUT DEAD Howell, Soskin 


Light-styled elimination as Lib sees her sister's handsome-looking but not 
handsome-doing fiance murdered, with her sister and _family as immediate suspects. Four 
men sleuth the case, including a private detective hired by Lib's family, to a two- 
corpsed conclusion with Lib forcing a confession. Girlish. $2.00 


September 4 
Hughes, Dorothy B. THE FALLEN SPARROW Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Another sleek-surfaced search, which doesn't hit her first two, but which 
will satisfy most specifications for suspense. Kit, all nerves exposed after a tor- 
ture session in Spain, returns to N. Y. to declare open season on a circle of phony 
refugees who murder his best friend. The sellout of his girl, killing of an F.B.I. 
friend, bait of some golden goblets, identity of his Spanish inquisitor, and allure 
of Toni, make for expert ersatz. $2.00 


September 11 


Bailey, H. C. NOBODY'S VINEYARD Doubleday, Doran 


* A burnished Bailey baffler in which the unctuous Joshua Clunk and his nose 
for dirty work ferret out three killings, the secret of the unsavory Vineyard, the 

rivalry and competition behind police skirmishes. Joshua pious-es over his assistant's 
legwork, a romance, Town Council affairs - and evil. Polished. $2.00 














* 
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September 14 
Snow, Charles H. OUTLAWS OF SUGAR LOAF Macrae Smith 


A band of hellions, rustling, murder, a hidden but stolen mine, and 
doubletrouble in women, combine to keep Bill, out to avenge his brother's death, a- 
shootin' and a-ridin' and a-talkin'. Gunsmoke average. $2.00 


September 22 
Roos, Kelley THE FRIGHTENED STIFF Dodd, Mead 


Easy on the gray matter, but entertainingly dialogued sleuthing by Jeff 
and Haila Troy as their new apartment in Gay Street (NYC) is tenanted by a corpse. 
Blackmail background for death dealing, as the Troys snoop into the lives of their 
fellow tenants, evade the police, and land in their own brand of trouble. They trap 
the killer and save their own skins. Pleasant going. $2.00 


September 25 


Little, Constance & Gwenyth THE BLACK THUMB Doubleday, Doran 


Still spritely - but pretty short on plot - as the Littles return to a 
hospital setting when double murder hits a contagious disease floor for adults. 
Norma, student nurse, and Dr. Lawrence, on the make for her, sleuth the killings of 
two elderly German measles patients. Definitely disqualified on the mystery end, but 
qualifies for easy entertainment. $2.00 


Rath, Virginia POSTED FOR MURDER Doubleday, Doran 


Michael Dundas successfully, but not without trouble, proving a relative 
innocent of three murders, and deviously airing family skeletons, scandals and dirty 


linen. But mopping up in the approved final untangling. Passes - but might be better. 
$2.00 


Treat, Lawrence H AS IN HANGMAN Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


‘Carl Wayward, psychiatrist sleuth, immersed in a four-corpsed case at the 
original Chatauqua, now a summer culture session, when its music head is the first 
to go. The dead man's other identity, his stepdaughter and her three men, embezzle- 
ment, a will with a time clause, a stranger with a racket, and multiple romantic al- 


liances lead to a double murder scheme and confusion. Unnecessarily tangled, but 
smooth. $2.00 


Adams, Cleve THE PRIVATE EYE Reynal & Hitchcock 


Tripleplay toughie as private detective Shannon purposely brews trouble 
when Arizona police, copper mine owners, women and union racketeers push him around 
too much. He blitzes murder, sabotage, competing owners, heart throbs et al into the 
open and wins himself a good part of the gravy...Hi there, hold your hats! $2.00 
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MUST Reading for All Booksellers 
MacLeish, Atchibald A FREE MAN'S BOOKS Petet Pauper Press 


Must for all booksellets « and I'd expand that to all librarians, too, if 
I could be sure they could put their hands on a copy. For here ~ in limited edition, 
printed for the book trade, is what should be The Booksellets! Credo, to be read, re- 
read and taken to heart. Mr. MacLeish gave this address at the convention banquet of 
the American Booksellers’ Association. In brief compass, he has crystallized the chal- 
lenge of today to all who have anything to do with putting books into readers' hands. 
He has shown us that here is our chance to reestablish our right to be leaders of 
thought; our right to the freedom of the printed word which yitler thought so danger- 
ous that he made a bonfire of books. Hats off to the Peter Pauper Press which has made 
this memorable essay available in permanent form. Copies were distributed to ABA mem- 
bers. It is not for sale. 


FOUR DARK HORSES (of varying quality) 
August 7 
Marsman, Jan Henrik I ESCAPED FROM HONG KONG Reynal & Hitchcock 


Plain, outspoken, dramatic record which may catch on, this story of which 
Mr. Roosevelt said:- "Don't hold anything back". It is the story of the physical and 
economic rape of the English Crown Colony, Hong Kong, of wanton cruelty, savagery, as 
the Japanese took over the surrendered city. Marsman, Dutch-born United St@tes citizen 
of the Philippines, on business in Hong Kong, lived through the siege and fall. He 
writes of attack from without - and from fifth columnist snipers within; of civilian 
confusion, cowardice and bravery; of the organization of the hotel where he was staying, 
of shelter given to hundreds of refugees; of surrender and imprisonment, and escape 
disguised as a Chinese. Through the help of the Chinese underground, he eventually 
made his way to the mainland and inland to freedom. Not inspired but good reading. 


$2.50 
August 21 
Gallagher, O. D. ACTION IN THE EAST - Doubleday, Doran 
* Absorbing first hand recording, which is good reporting and good reading, in 


a story of Singapore and Burma, a saddening, maddening record of official indifference 
and individual heroism. Alert, outspoken, ungloved, Gallagher scores the civil ser- 
vants whose narrowsighted neglect doomed the two outposts. He praises the men who de- 
fended them against odds. First in Singapore, as pre=war latitude and laissez faire 
continued through the opening days of the war. Gallagher was - journalistically speak- 
ing ~ in luck with a "scoop" as one of two reporters to go down with the Repulse - and 
live to tell it. Next, on to Rangoon, that dismal chapter when the collapse of the 
civil government and the population completely bogged down the supplies and ammunition 
for the tiny scratch army which was defending it with "magnificent, unforgettable cour- 
age". Tribute paid, too, to the Flying Tigers, those fabulous American mercenary 
pilots with a batting average of ten to one. Finally, the fall of Burma, as the Chin- 
ese army moved down too late, their aid having been rejected earlier. This deserves "s 
to have a good chance! $3500 


As Co-selections - Book-of-the-Month for September 
August 20 
Trumbull, Robert THE RAFT Holt 


This will come down in history as one of the great - almost miraculous 
achievements of "men against the sea". Thirty four days under tropical sun adrift in 
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the Pacific in a rubber boat, with no food, no water, no equipment, and - towards the 
end - no clothes. Vice-president Wallace spoke of this as "the story that generations 
of Americans will be telling their children to illustrate man's ability to master any 
fate". Most of you will remember the dramatic news story last Spring; some of you will 
have read it in Life. Robert Trumbull, a reporter who had the luck to be with Dixon 
and Aldrich and Pastula during their Concalescence, has told the story as Dixon told 
it to him. There are no dramatics - other than the amazing facts of each day; there 
is no dressing up of the bald details of how a miniature scale and a life jacket at- 
tached by the guard rope made an elementary form of navigation possible, of how the 
rubber soles of his shoes did makeshift duty as oar blades, of how one boy scout pen- 
knife served as weapon for occasional spearing of fish - and of how sheer guts and 
stout heartedness carried them through to a friendly island shore. It is good to have 
this story in a form accessible to all. But don't sell it as a literary masterpiece. 
$2.50 


August 25 
Diament, Gertrude THE DAYS OF OFELIA Houghton, Mifflin 


This was reported last January; postponed to Fall as Book-of-the-Month 
Club co-selection with The Raft. This is not a book about the war! Welcome news for 
all who need worthwhile writing, of contemporary interest, that is not a war book.... 
Eminently readable, this is an unusual approach to sympathetic understanding of cur- 
rent Mexican problems and people. Ofelia, ten year old daughter of the Escotcs, won 
her battle to become the author's maid, and it was through that opening wedge that 
Miss Diament penetrated the Mexican facade. One shares with her the market, the cus- 
toms, the gossip, the family life of the Escotos. One visits a wedding, old style. 
One shares the horror and sorrow when the stigma of "Jew" follows certain German re- 
fugees to their new home. A book which will appeal to anyone who has been, or is 
going, to Mexico. And for those to whom Mexico is merely a postponed dream, this will 


be another inducement. $2.75 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~- Non-fiction 
August 1 
Champion, Paul V. CREATIVE CRATE CRAFT Bruce 


Industrial Arts Instructor in Elwood, Indiana, Paul Champion here attempts 
to supply the ambitious craftsman with leads to practical results with cheap and ac- 
cessible supplies of wood, through boxes and crates. The procedure is good (he even 
tells how to take the boxes apart so as to preserve the lumber best); the idea is 
good; there is a practical section on wood finishes that will prove useful. But- un- 
fortunately, his taste leaves much to be desired when it comes to design. A mere 
handful of the 38 articles diagrammed here show any taste. Most of them are just 
plain ugly. (Though the majority are useful and might have been attractive as well.) 

$1. 50 


August 8 
Coatsworth, Elizabeth COUNTRY POEMS ' Macmillan 


Bucolics in verse, as the humble, homely aspects of the countryside are 
recorded in calm, graceful, if unoriginal, lyrics. Farm and woodland, wild apple and 
strawberry, cow and deer and cat, the seasons ~ and from these, to more general themes, 
of love, time, death. $2.00 
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August 6 


Eisenstein, Sergei THE FILM SENSE Harcourt, Brace 


This is the third in the Harcourt, Brace film books series (The Rise of 
the American Film byLewis Jacobs, and Hollywood by Leo Rosten). They constitute a 
significant panel of interest to film makers, technicians, experts in the field. The 
famous Russian cinematist and teacher constitutes a legitimate "first" - with a first 
list of his pre-film and film work, a first publication of his earliest theoretical 
essay, a first bibliography of his writings. The content is a "sequence of essays" 
on the modern film as an expanded medium, the theory and practice of montage in effect- 
ing a fusioa of visual and audio-cinematography. Highly erudite interpretation of 
compositional problems, the principles of cinematic art, the synchronization of ele- 
ments involved. Has concrete examples of procedure, together with sequences from 
scripts of An American Tragedy, Que Viva Mexico, Sutter's Gold and Ferghana Canal, and 
twelve film shots and music from Alexander Nevsky. Very specialized but important in 
its field. $3.00 

August 7 


Coupland, R. CRIPPS' MISSION Oxford 


An Oxford professor had been in India for four months studying the situa-. 
tion and the constitutional problems. He was added to the staff of the Cripps' mission, 
and this is his record. His is an exceptionally objective and fair-minded picture of 
the complexities of the Indian problem. He presents the Gandhi-Nehru point of view 
with sympathy-and understanding (the Congress); and that of the League (Moslem) who 
demand minority independence. He shows the sincere and valiant attempt of Sir Stafford 
Cripps to arrive at some understanding before the Japanese are at the door. He believes 
in ultimate success, but shows why the mission failed to. achieve its objectives. 

Timely and enlightening for those needing clarification of the Indian problems. $.75 


a 
August 1# 


Fried, Hans Ernest THE GUILT OF THE GERMAN ARMY Macmillan 


A book which covers much of the material of Herbert Rosinski's The German 
Army (1940), but which is a more fully developed and documented study of the German 
professional militarists who eventually merged their power with Hitler to create a 
worldwide Armageddon in a world that wanted peace. Opening in 1918 with the German 
officer class unwilling to admit defeat, we find them, though a non political body, 
contributing their ideas, methods, and instruction.to the National Socialist party. 
The growth of fascism (which is essentially militaristic), the new types of solciers 
it brought with it (shock'troopers, Free Corps, SS), and eventually the fusion of the 
old Prussian officer class with Hitler's partisans, since for survival they must needs 
become "soldiers of the Fuhrer". Interdependent, one with the other, each indispen- 
sable, new and old finally made up the formidable war machine of today. Scholarly, 
but compensatory, evaluation. : $3.50 


August 19 wt 


Belloc, Hilaire ELIZABETH: Creature of Circumstance Harper 


A history of English ancestry this, a series of essays whose English title, 
Elizabethan Commentary, is more enlightening, since the emphasis is on the English 
Reformation with Elizabeth in focus against her times. The material rambles from 16th 
century to the present day, in facts, ideas, literature, religion. The attitude is 
personally combative, and the manner not arrestingly Bellocian. Discourses on the 
physical lineage that moulded Elizabeth's character and personality and stamped and 
determined her life; on relations with Scotland; on the persistence of Catholic under- 
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currents; on the transitions in political life; on the undermining and disappearance 
of traditions: on the Armada and the national mood; on Thothas Seymour, William Cecil, 
Mary Stuart and the Casket letters. It is filled with persohal bias and personal 
dogmas regarding the reading of history, government, theology, power, wealth, justice, 


etc. Spotty going. $3.00 
August 19 y a ’ ? 
Dickens, Monica ONE PAIR OF FEET Harper 


Sequel to One Pair of Hands ~ and recounting how (following her misadven- 
tures in domestic service) Charles Dickens' granddaughter went in for nursing as her 
contribution to war work. Her rebellion at hospital etiquette, the types of work she 
was called on to do, her experience in the wards, with private patients, with fellow 
nurses, superiors, etc. all interwoven with unbelievable fatigue, the customs of the 
Queen Adelaide Hospital, the evaporation of her ignorance as duties with casualties, 
emergencies, operating room, maternity ward, contributed to her knowledge of her job. 
Night duty, time off, German patients, difficult cases, difficult personalities, the 
build-up to the exams - and her final decision to call it a day and build tanks in- 
stead. Spritely - informal - entertaining square peg in a round hole experience. A 
far cry from the currently-to-be-expected-in-advance "anything for good old Britain" 
attitude. $2. 50 


Green, Julian MEMORIES OF HAPPY DAYS Gate WIP: Harper 


Julian Green writes of his youth in France, an autobiography which has much 
that is graceful, charming, and reflective. Through incidents and impressions, he 
gives one a sense of the early years in Passy, with American parents of pronounced 
southern tradition who insisted that their six foreign reared children remain American. 
School, church, holidays, mishaps and controversial pleasures, years leading up to the 
outbreak of World War I, and his mother's death. The hard years of the war itself, 
Julian's entry into the American Field Service at 17, into the Legion at 18. After 
the war, studies resumed in America, and ultimately a return to Paris to decide upon 
writing as a career, with subsequent first efforts, friends and helpful critics. Has 


a tranquil, pleasant quality - a nostalgic looking back to a France he knew. $3.00 
August 20 
Waitt, Col. Alden H. GAS WARFARE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


The Chemical Weapon, Its Use and Protection Against It 


One feels, on reading this, that here is information of value to the enemy, 
for much of it is news to the civilian reader. However, doubtless Col. Waitt, author- 
ity on chemical warfare in the U.S. Army, has touched only the fringe of what promises 
to be one of the decisive factors in the present war. He supports the view that - 
frightful as it might be, chemical warfare in the end causes fewer fatalities, fewer 
casualties, and less destruction than the present form of warfare. He does not drama- 
tize the possibilities, but presents a matter of fact statement of historical back- 
grounds from the days of the Spartans and Athenians, to the present, and an analysis 
of the basic types of gases, their characteristics, operation, value, dangers, and 
preventatives. The most interesting part of the book, to me, was that dealing with the 
new trends resulting from mechanized and aerial warfare, and the trial in Abyssinia, 
proof that it is practicable. There is detailed discussion of the strategy of chemi- 
cal warfare, the imperative necessity of preparedness, drill, cooperation between 
chemical defense squads and other parts of the service, rigid protection of individ- 
uals, and of groups, and knowledge of types of gas, behaviour, recognition and treat- 
ment. He discusses gas masks, gas proof shelters, protective clothing, military and 
civilian. Packed with information, but with stress on military aspects primarily. 
More than 40 illustrations. $2.75 

















July 15, 1942 Non-fiction 





August 21 


Rodman, Selden THE REVOLUTIONISTS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


A verse play by one of the leading American modern poets, whose Lawrence 
(published by Viking) received critical acclaim. Here, with power and dramatic vigor, 
is retold the story of slave uprisings in Haiti in 1791; those uprisings which brought 
into conflict white, black and mulatto; revolutionists, liberal and tyrant. The hero 
is Toussaint L'Ouverture, who was the liberator, but whose gentle, moderate rule led 
to his death - and who, after years of strife, disputed successions and virtual civil 
war, was followed by the black tyrant, Henry Christophe. Limited audience but well 


done. Illustrated by 7 full page drawings by Rudolph von Ripper. $2.75 
August 25 
Devoe, Alan LIVES AROUND US Creative Age 


An informative and sensitively written series of life cycles for the stud- 
ent or devotee of natural history, in twenty life records of lesser and less known in- 
habitants of the non-human world, - the tree, the weasel, the turtle, the fox, the 
may-fly, the woodchuck, the frog, and so on and so on. Less philosophical, less 
spiritual than his Down To Earth (Coward, McCann), it is still a book which makes a 
small bid for the interest of the Peattie market, and for those who find reassurance 
in nature. $2.00 

als 


Meyer, Dickey NEEDED -— WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT McBride 


This is definitely not a book about the women's army, but rather about 
women in office, factory, professions, engineering, communications -— connected with 
government at war. It is a cheering book for the young college or high school gradu- 
ate, and for those with less educational equipment, withability and a will to learn 
where they can fit into the complex picture where women are increasingly in demand to 
fill the posts being vacated by men. Today's war has proved that there are jobs women 
can do better than men; jobs women can do as well. Civil service is the open door. 
The higher grade intelligence, training and equipment will find a place in teaching, 
nutrition, translation, public relations, personnel. This book is not a how-to-do-it, 
but a how-to-go-about finding your niche. Good vocational book for school and public 
libraries. : $2.00 

August 31° 


Dollard, John VICTORY OVER FEAR Reynal & Hitchcock 


If there is a demand for this type of home therapy, this book comes nearer 
to filling the bill than Cowles' Don't be Afraid. The author is at Yale's Institute 
of Human Relations. He writes matter of factly and practically of various sorts of 
common terrors. He advises using fear to conquer fear, since most fears are unreal 
"shadow fears". Self study is the key, methods of self study, rewards and more de- 
tailed study of fear in its tie-up with sex, anger, insecurity. Fully insulated with 





case histories, drawn from his experience. aaa 3 $2.00 
cen’ 
O'Faolain, Sean THE GREAT O'NEILL | Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Sixteenth Century Ireland, still in the middle Ages, forms the background 
for the biography of the wild Irish chieftain who kept Elizabeth's Irish army at bay 
for nine years. From the time when his grandfather, Conn, was made the first earl of 
Tyrone, there was disunity among the bewildered people. Some thought he had betrayed 
his race for immediate good to himself. His grandson was sent to be brought up in the 
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household of Essex the elder; he returned to face years of struggle for his own ances- 
tral rights in the North of Ireland. He was an opportunist - he played his cards well 
for his own ends; he stayed virtually clear of the bitter Desmond Wars of Southern 
Ireland; he shut his eyes to the massacres and butchering, until his loyalty was taxed 
by the kidnapping of his ally's son, Red Hugh. From that moment, his roots struck 
deeper into Irish soil, and though he played for time, and pretended friendship for 
the dread English, he was veering towards his fate as leader of Ireland's fight for 
independence, a fight which almost brought success. Spain was yapping at England's 
heels - and promising aid to Catholic Ireland. The wars were wars of frontier and 
forest, and for nine years, The O'Neill used strategy, deceit, and the allies of time, 
famine and penury, to keep successive English leaders at bay. But his own success 
caught him by the heels, and at Kinsale he met defeat and rout. O'Faolain shows him 
as he was, - not an Irish patriot hero, but as a man who "had designed with what he 
found...A European figure intelligently aware of the large nature of the conflict..as 
intelligent a man as any of his time..lost to European history and made part of merely 
local piety." There is much that is fascinating reading, but Irish history - at its 
best - is difficult and confusing to any mind but the Gaelic. This is not for light 
recreation. $3.75 
September 9 


Davis, Nelle Portrey STUMP RANCH PIONEER Dodd, Mead 


There are still frontiers, and this is a story of modern pioneering, in a 
record of ingenuity and resourcefulness of a Colorado family in northern Idaho's pan- 
handle. Driven from their prairie ranch and dreams by the dust years, the author, her 
husband, son and adopted daughter buy a 40-acre timberland with a house on it and clear 
the land, make a home, and retain their independence in good pioneer tradition. This 
is the story of living on the land, raising goats, learning about timber, fires, 4-H 
work for the children, community activities - a five year span of life in the round. 
Good. $2. 50 


September 11 
Gilbert, Douglas LOST CHORDS Doubleday, Doran 


The biography of the popular song - that is what this actually is; but 
further, it is the social history of America from the Civil War to the present war, as 
echoed in her songs. Douglas Gilbert has done an extraordinary job of research for a 
specialized market, but has succeeded in enlivening his subject by anecdote, human in- 
terest bits, and fascinating pen sketches of the times. The songs that America sang - 
the story behind the songs - the people who wrote and sang them and wove them into the 
social pattern of the times. This is a segment of the musical history of our country, 
a segment that is of greater social import than that revealed by music of permanent 
worth. There's a nostalgic pull in the recreation of the incidents and personalities 
that produced some of the old songs and ballads, the words of which form part of his 
text. The book should prove a source book for years to come. The author is a feature 
writer of the New York World Telegram, and author of American Vaudeville (1940), a 


book which should be practically in the news with the revival of interest in vaudeville. 
$3.50 


Rizk, Salom SYRIAN YANKEE "2 P UA "© Doubleday, Doran 


A Syrian who became an American, tells his life story in testimony of his 
new country, of the land of promise which became fact. His testament of faith in Amer- 
ica reenforces what so many native born Americans forget, the traditions for which the 
USA stands. The Turkish terror left him stranded at the age of twelve, he wandered 
here and there, until he was befriended by a schoolmaster who located a father and 
brother for him in America. Various delays prevented his joining them in Sioux City 
until his late teens, when he determined to become Americanized, to learn the language, 
to go through High School. He achieved his goal, and when the depression came, he 
bested it with the policy of his shoe shop which serviced the poor and brought him the 
freedom he had won. (Lecturing this Fall - follow P.W. for his schedule. ) $2.75 
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September 11 
Taylor, Demetria THE NUTRITION HANDBOOK Doubleday, Doran 


* This book contains all that the current nutrition courses give you (if my 
experience is a criterion), and does it with the approach and color and human interest 
that the routine courses lack. I got a lot out of it - facts and interest and applica- 
tion, even though most of the ground was old ground. The author is a complete convert 
to the theory that mankind is controlled by three things,- heredity, environment and 
nutrition - and proves the case. Vitamins, their value, their preservation, their 
measurement, the facts that are known about them, the foods that contain them, the pros 
and cons of medication as a substitute or supplement to foods - and a summary for diet 
checking, vitamin by vitamin, and cross-sectioning so that one knows what balanced diet 
takes care of all needs. Minerals - Proteins - Calories - the old familiars are mar- 
shalled in force, and it makes a good and quotable and sometimes debatable survey, 

with food fads, diets, children's meals and food foibles, planning and preparing of 
meals, all in due course. A good handbook for today's housewife. I1l‘d. $2.00 


September 14 
Philips, Shine BIG SPRING: The Casual Biography of a Prairie Town Prentice Hall 


Plain tale of a plain place - a West Texas community-from its value as a 
waterhole to the modern town. The town druggist tells the story to a visitor, concen- 
trating on the early '90's. From patent medicines and innocent cosmetics, to doctors, 
parsons, the wild and wooly past, Texas Rangers, camp meetings, saloons and vice, the 
barbershop, drummers, ranchers and their cattle, squatters, rattlers, coyotes, long- 
horns, horses, buffalo, the wagonyard and boarding house, food, tenderfeet, social 
life, Texas idiosyncrasies, schools, houses etc. etc. — random reminiscences in home- 
spun manner. Good Americana, this. Illustrated with drawings by Jerry or 

2.50 


September 22 
Hayes, James M. &d. IN PRAISE OF NUNS Dutton 


In three parts:-— Poems by Catholics; Poems by non-Catholics; Poems by Nuns. 
The first part includes such figures in literature as Chaucer, Alice Meynell, Pope, 
Dawson, etc. The second part, poems by Longfellow, Rossetti, Shakespeare, Tennyson, 


Whittier. A long span collection, with about 150 contributors, for a Catholic market. 


$2.00 
Mes (T 


DeVoto, Bernard THE YEAR OF DECISION: 1846 | YR Little, Brown 


This volume presents the vast panorama of Westward expansion, with roots 
reaching back to Lewis and Clark and the Louisiana Purchase, and forward to the struggle 
to maintain the Union in the Civil War. The year 1846 is selected as a crucial and de- 
cisive point in which the Mexican and Texas troubles came to a head, the Mormon trek 
made history in its march from the Illinois settlements to the land no man then wanted 
on Great Salt Lake; when war with England threatened over the Oregon question, and west~ 
bound pioneers reached forward to the northwest, and to the coast; when California was 
still Mexican, and mountain men, substantial citizens, squatters, a heterogeneous crowd 
pressed forward by immigrant train, wagon, boat, and so on. Familiar names cross the 
pages,- Jim Bridger, Lansford, Hastings, Hitchcock, Clyman, Reed, Parkman, The Donner 
tragedy is recounted in full detail. Fremont’s shifty plan, Kearny's conquest of 
Southern California, the Gadsden Purchase - all telescoping into relief as 1646 marked 
"the year of decision” that gave us Texas, ultimately, New Mexico, California, Oregon, 
and Deseret - later Utah. A scholar's book, packed with minute detail, and colored 
by the hopes and fears and pleasures and ambitions of the motley throng that stirred, 
and uprooted themselves, and moved westward. A significant facet of American history, 
of which we cannot be too proud today - but which bore the earmarks of our "manifest 
destiny.” $4.00 
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September 24 
Stegner, Wallace MORMON COUNTRY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Odd that this should come almost on the day of the publication of De Voto's 
Year of Decision, for there are so many parallels between his picture of the 1846 
westward surge, and this more detailed picture of the Mormon trek from the tragedies 
of the Illinois settlements to Salt Lake City founding. But the Stegner book goes on 
where the De Voto leaves them, and carries the Mormon country up to the present. And 
no part of the west has a more unusual history, molded as it has been by the story of 
a people and a creed and a government rooted in that creed. Stegner has grown up with 
a first hand knowledge of the subject he has tackled, and he approaches it with sym- 
pathetic appreciation of the contribution the Mormons have made. On the whole he has 
handled it objectively and fairly. His brief intimation that there is - if not sym- 
pathy at least parallel between the totaliterianism of Mormonism and of Naziism, may 
give rise to indignant repudiation of his book by the Church. But on the whole, he 
has told their story well; he has given full credit where credit is due to their ex- 
traordinary tenacity of purpose and gift for colonization, "making the desert bloom". 
The last section deals with the Gentiles in Mormon Country. $3.00 


September 25 
Bridenbaugh, Carl & Jessica REBELS AND GENTLEMEN Reynal & Hitchcock 


Philadelphia in the age of Franklin, a period of cultural ferment that 
poured European culture into an American mold and shook off old world allegiance. This 
is the story of the men and women who led the way in the reforms and enlightenment of 
those years. Colonial and revolutionary cultures clashed and synthesized in an era of 
dynamic growth. This is a comprehensive picture of the years before the Revolution, in 
the accomplishments of the men and women who collectively constituted the Philadelphia 
mind in action, from educational standards, printers, bookshops, libraries, collections, 
literary production, arts, wealth flowing into social channels, and Benjamin Franklin 
the first gentleman of the new type. Of particular local interest, and less wide gener-~ 
al interest elsewhere. $3.50 

September 30 


DeVighne, Harry C., M. D. THE TIME OF MY LIFE Lippincott 


A blithe bluff retelling of a doctor's days, by a man who was to become 
Alaska's leading doctor and Commissioner of Health. Born in Cuba, orphaned and strand- 
ed in New York's Bowery, unofficially adopted by an Iowa farmer from whom he ran away, 
DeVighne's early days predicted an even more erratic adolescence. This included ho- 
boing here and there, selling papers, shipping on a gun-running boat, and eventually 
becoming the protege of a drinking doctor who was an outcast of the profession. He 
gave Harry the idea of studying medicine, and eventually he graduated and went to 
Alaska as a pioneer practitioner. Marriage, and the years up there, with their share 
of strange situations, epidemics, emergencies, as he serviced whites and Eskimos and 
Indians. Lively in its way, but not for a wide general market. $3.00 


September ?? 
Phaidon Art Books Oxford-Phaidon Press 


Announcing three new volumes, of the standard size established by the 
series:- 
REMBRANDT'S PAINTINGS; LEONARDO DA VINCI; VINCENT VAN GOGH. Each $4.50 
And a portfolio of THE PAINTING OF REMBRANDT $12.50 
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Last Minute Additions and Late Arrivals 









WHAT'S IN A NOVEL Columbia Press 







Haines, Helen E. 





This does not pretend to be a critical appraisal of modern fiction, but 
rather a survey of the field, selective, but general enough to supplement the author's 
Living With Books, and certain specialized studies. Anyone working with books will 
find this a valuable handbook and guide, a good outline of trends and types, which in- 
cludes not English language fiction alone, but a birdseye view of contemporary and 
recent fiction in Europe and Latin America. Introductory chapters place the novel as 
as important factor in literature and social history. A final chapter should prove an 
excellent guide to the club readjng groups. One could wish for more lists. (Publ.) 
$2.75 

































Kennedy, Raymond THE AGELESS INDIES John Day 


Assistant professor of sociology at Yale, pr. Kennedy is an authority on 
the native Indonesians, and here summarizes those facts of interest to the general pub- 
lic concerning a part of the world most of us have knownlittle about:- geography, clim- 
ate, Dutch conquest and the relation between the natives and the Netherlands, national 
wealth and its development under the Dutch. He compares the colonial policies of Bri- 
tish, American and Dutch, to the advantage of the Dutch. He foresees the end of racial 
imperialism, for a people who have kept their own civilization through successive con- 
quests, and who are groping towards a conception of a "federal state of Indonesia." 

He pictures the Japanese conquest as having as its purpose the conquest of the Dutch 
not the natives, the acquisition of the areas of production, of trade and the military 
concessions along the coasts, whence they can harry the lines of supply. He says thet 
the Indies must be retaken ultimately, and meantime the sea routes kept under atteac!:, 
and he pleads for an ultimate revision of the attitude to colonial possessions, and in?2 


6} end of profiteering at their expense. A useful reference book, but uninspired. (7/16! 
$2. CO 


Warburg, Paul James MAN'S ENEMY AND MAN $ |b Farrar & Rinehart 


More propaganda than poetry, a sonnet cycle in four parts:- first, "his 
world, not ours, shall break"- the second, defining his world -the nature of Nazi 
Tyranny, etc.- the third, addressing "the Undecided", Ireland and split France; the 
fourth- a paean to the "Unconquerables", the allied fighting forces. Vociferous- 


declamatory. (Lete—duty $. 25 
Murphy, Margot WARTIME MEALS Greenberg 


An unprepossessing looking book which I found well worth while. The author 
is "Jane Holt", food editor of the New York Times. While the general outline of her 
book follows more or less routine lines of planning the marketing, buying with an eye 
to good values, balanced nutrition, local foods which do not bear long transportation 
liabilities, and following leads in daily food columns - the details of the book are 
sound, and challenge the intelligent housekeeper to wise use of the household budget. 
Discusses meats, fish, milk and eggs, prepared and packaged and canned foods, the 
wheres, whys and hows of modern nutrition. The sections on shortages and substitutes 
are particularly good and give constructive advice we are going to need increasingly. 
The last part of the book gives recipes which tie in with the general chapters that 
precede it. The title is misleading, as the book is not a menu nor cookbook primarily. 





(7/17)$2.00 
Moult, Thomas - Selected by THE BEST POEMS OF 1941 Harcourt, Brace 
@ A standard annual, with a representation of about 70 poets, more English 


than American, and with an expected preponderance of poems concerned with the war. Per- 
haps one third include well known poets such as Spender, Frost, Millay, Sayers, Nathan, 


Lewis, Prokosch, Deutsch, Fletcher, ete. A disappointing piece of bookmaking. (7/22 
$2.00 
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Morosco, Selma Paley STAGE TECHNIQUE MADE EASY M. S. Mill 


Coaches for stage, radio and cinema have prepared this handbook guide for 
neophytes and instructors in those fields. Instruction in poise, walking, turns, 
sitting, fainting, crossing hands, arms, legs, feet; the mechanics of stage action with 
analyses of and practices for mastering the technique, with questions and answers at 
the end of each section. Shortcuts and fundamentals of stage action; lessons on stage 
etiquette; do's and don'ts for the inexperienced. No voice work. Adequate of its kind. 

(Publ. ) $1.50 


Morison, Samuel Eliot & THE GROWTH OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC Oxford 
Commager, Henry Steele 


When this was published in 1930 it was hailed as the best short history of 
the united States. Now revised, so that volume one goes back of the year 1763 to the 
early explorations and the colonial expansion, and forward to the present year of the 
War. Textual revisions throughout and new maps give the whole a timeliness that makes 
it fill a vital need today. Published primarily for the student, it has come to be a 
book for every American citizen. (August) 2 vols. $8 . 50 


Rothenstein, Sir William & MEN OF THE R.A.F. Ox ford 
Cecil, Lord David 


In pen and picture, the R.A.F. as portrayed by two of England's distinguish- 
ed artists. The book is divided into three parts. The first is by Sir Wm. Rothenstein 
who writes his impressions of the men, the planes, the life in the various R.A.F. sta- 
tions among which he spent two years as he sketched officers and pilots, and which em- 
phasizes the quiet confidence of these few who carry on the tradition of chivalry in 
single combat. The second part is a layman's glimpse of Lord David Cecil, which in 
beautiful prose portrays the men, a laconic, understating group with great feeling of 
corporate loyalty, their life of great strain and great exhiliration, and its "free, 
gallant adventure". The last section presents 40 of Rothenstein's pencil drawings. 

A beautiful piece of book-making. (publ...) $3.00 


Ward, Barbara TURKEY Oxford 


An addition to The World Today series which fills a niche. The Lengyel 
Turkey is too long for a "quickie" view of a country that is a question mark in today's 
struggle, and, in addition, proportionately little space is given to modern Turkey. 
This, on the contrary, is primarily modern Turkey, rooted in history, to be sure, but 
primarily a product of the last war and the Republic of Ataturk. Barbara Ward writing 
from first hand knowledge of the country, analyses ably the forces which created modern 
Turkey, discusses the agricultural, social, political and military developments, and 


presents a fair basis on which to judge Turkey's apparently equivocal position. (7/23) 
$1.00 


Allen, Ethan WINNING BASEBALL Whittlesey House 


A most instructive and helpful picture book on how to play baseball. Ex- 
cellent series of pictures on every phase of the game, including pitching, catching, 
infielding, outfielding, batting and base running. Pictures are clear and effective 
and should prove of value to anyone wanting to learn baseball or to improve his game. 
Pictures and running story by an old baseball star who has long been a student of the 
game. He has been fortunate in his pictures of great baseball stars whose style of 


play is accepted as tops. Reviewed also for boys, but good for all fans! (Publ.) 
$1.50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Appleton-Century 
Baker, R. Le= OIL, BLOOD, AND SAND - Definite date 8/28 
Griffin, R. H.- Ed.= SCHOOL OF THE CITIZEN SOLDIER - from 7/24 to 8/7 
Mathiews, F. K.-Ed.- THE BOY SCOUTS’ YEAR BOOK (J) - Correct price $2.00 
Crowell 
Balch, Glenn- INDIAN PAINT (J) - Definite date 8/18. Correct price $2.25 
Boswell, R.- PROPHETS AND PORTENTS - Definite date 8/25 
Donahey, M. D.— APPLE PIE INN (J)= Definite date 8/25 
Lansing, E. H. -—- Title from LORENZO AND HIS TIMES to LEONARDO DA VINCI: 
MASTER OF THE RENAISSANCE (J) 
Doubleday, Doran 
Chidsey, D. B.— JOIN THE GREAT - from 8/7 to 8/21 
Stevens & Westcott-— A HISTORY OF SEA POWER - from 8/7 to 8/24 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Dean, Leon W.-— OLD WOLF (J) - from 8/27 to 9/10 
Gruber, Frank- THE BUFFALO BOX - from 9/24 to 9/14 
Wadsworth, L. A.— THE DISAPPEARANCE OF KIT SHANE (J) - from 8/6 to 8/27 


Knopf 

Correspondents of Time, Life, Fortune - DECEMBER 7TH - from 7/20 to 8/3 
Lippincott 

Popkin, Zelda- NO CRIME FOR A LADY - from 8/26 to 8/12 
Macmillan 


Duffus, Robert L.— VICTORY ON WEST HILL—- from 8/18 to 7/14 
Holmes, H. N.— STRATEGIC MATERIALS AND NATIONAL STRENGTH - from 7/28 
to 7/14 
Jameson, Storm- Title from THERE WILL BE SINGING to THEN WE SHALL HEAR 
SINGING - from 8/4 to 8/25 

Loewenstein, Karl- BRAZIL UNDER VARGAS - from 7/14 to 8/18 

Prunieres, H.- A NEW HISTORY OF MUSIC - from 7/28 to 9/22 

Winn-Smith, Alice B.- THRIFTY COOKING FOR WARTIME - from 7/21 to 8/11 
Random House 

Borst, Beatrice- NEARER THE EARTH -— from 8/4 to 8/21 

Reves, Emery — A DEMOCRATIC MANIFESTO - Definite date 8/17 
Simon & Schuster 


Van Loon, Hendrik W.- VAN LOON'S LIVES - from 7/24 to 8/24. Literary Guild 


Selection for September. 
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JUVENILE SUPPLERERT: Om. & 
FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 


Barto, Emily THE PIPER'S SON Longmans, Green 


The old English nursery rhyme with drawings and foreword by Emily Barto. 
The picture version has humor and action in the black and whites, while the short 
introduction will be of interest to grown-ups. Not a bad idea to have at least two 
lines of a favorite portrayed for young eyes, if the family can afford to buy their 
Mother Goose in this way. (8/12) _ $.75 


Ackley, Edith Flack and Telka THANK YOU Stokes 


A companion volume to last years Please, small and helpful in teaching good 
manners. There is little text to accompany the story-telling pictures, which show a 
little boy who forgets to say thank you for his mother's present of a book. He quickly 
misplaces it, but when he remembers his manners, she finds it in his back pocket. 
Further to intrigue the young reader there is a tiny paper book in a slit on one of the 
pages. This is for the boy owners own record of good behaviour. (10/7) . . Ree 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Dwight, Margaret Brush WINKIE BOO AND OTHER POEMS Dodd, Mead 


It is presumable that the illustrations by Margery Ryerson are to be an 
important part of this book. The poems are short, friendly, pleasant and about every- 
day things that are often so mysterious to a child. Winkie Boo is a fairy, the hero 


of the third poem. (Ruguet) «2, 7 $2.00 
Brown, Margaret Wise NIGHT AND DAY Harper 


Not up to some of her previous work (particularly our favorite Runaway 
Bunny). Too obviously done for a purpose - to take away the fear of the dark - and yet 
not essentially childlike enough to take that hurdle. A story of two cats, one white, 
one black, one who loved the day and one who loved the night, and was bent upon convert- 
ing the other one. Perhaps the text would have been better, had the illustrations been 
better. The almost grotesquely artificial Leonard Weisgard pictures seem wrongly keyed 


to the age and story. (8/5) Y $1.50 yw 


Mammen, Edward W. JIM'S THE BOY! Harper 


Jessie Robinson has illustrated this, so we have the same combination that 
gave us The Buttons Go Walking. Jim likes chores, so Miss Mathilde brings him to 


straighten out the house of the old Sea Captain. This new book may make many friends 
but it had no great appeal for this reviewer. ae $1.25 


Porter, Jane BIFFY BUFFALO Morrow 


With pictures by Janet Smalley, this shows and tells the story of a young 
= — 
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buffalo who has to learn by experience. After he strayed from his herd, he had his 
first surprise from prairie dogs who mysteriously popped out at him. He is chased by 

a coyote, after which an Indian appears in the night and hungry, frightened Biffy fol- 
lows him back to camp. After learning much of Indian life he escapes and finds his own 


again. (9/9).)/ $2. 0Q,% 
Thomas, Dorothy HI-~PO THE HIPPO Random House 
* There seems to be a4 run on hippos this year, but we'll waget this will be 


tops for popularity, to those who can pay the price! The lithographs by Ruth Gannett 
are nonpareil, the best she has done. They succeed in making the world’s ugliest 
creatures quite beguiling. One feels a human quality in their expressions, and this 
goes not only for the principals of the story, but for the extras, in much the same way 
that the Babar books do. The story is a cunning one - about Mr. Hippo who definitely 
did not want a baby boy in the family, and of what happened when he tried to get rid 

of a baby left in a basket on the doorstep. There are no humans in the book - which 
helps. The costumes of the Gay '90's are amusing, and the reproduction of the litho- 


graphs is perfect. ‘.«, $3.00 
Brown, Paul PUFF BALL . _ Seribner 
° This little book has the whirlwind combinatian of boy, pony and dog, with 


pictures in color on every page by a beloved author-artist. Puff Ball was ridden by 

Sparkie at a Pony Ride ring. The boy received a wonderful cowboy suit and lasso which 

he tried on Shep the collie. The whole was completed when Dad bought Puff Ball and 

the boy could really play cow-boy. A most satisfactory picture book. (Sept.) $1.00 
CA 


Doyle, Robert J. TUFFY Simon & Schuster 


This bids fair to be more of an adult item than a juvenile, for photograph 
addicts will be fascinated by the stroboscope photographs and the details of making 
them. But the small fry will love the pictures of the real bear cub and his fight with 
the Teddy Bear, from which the Teddy Bear comes out victorious on a decision of a foul. 
The implications of the text are definitely adult -but it is a darling book. $1.00 


7-/0 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
L'Hommedieu, Dorothy K. TINKER: The Little Fox Terrier Lippincott 


Another in the series illustrated by Marguerite Kirmse. Type, wording and 
text are simple and all youngsters love dog stories. Tinker is young and fresh but 
learns his lesson from the other creatures near home. His arch enemy is a yellow cat 
who leads him a merry chase. (10/7) $1.75 


Bailey, Carolyn Sherwin COUNTRY-STOP Viking 


This is really a volume of short stories about Ann's year in Hildsborough, 
New Hampshire. There is great advantage in each chapter completing a story, for when 
bed-time comes the young reader can finish off and obey that annoying order of ¢. to b. 
There is charm in these tales about Peter, the dog, and his rapping leg; the Ticklish 
Brushman; Mr. Pickle, the local grocer, and his competition with the new cash and carry; 
the goose for the new pastor; and the Donation Party. There is appeal in mention of 
Valentines, hickory-nut dolls, corncob houses, mailorder catalogues and patch-work 


quilts. Illustrated by Grace Paull. iy cca a vif $1.75 
VW y \ if Od () 
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Tarry, Ellen HEZEKIAH HORTON Viking 


Hezekiah is a colored boy living on Lenox Avenue in Harlem. He is stark, 
raving mad about cars, his only ambition is to own one when he gets older. A kind 
man comes along in a superb new red number with a top which goes up at the press of a 
button. He gives the boy and his pals a ride. A simple story of little appeal to 
adults but it is written for our motor minded boys, though this will be a necessarily 
shrinking group until the war ends. Illustrated by Oliver Harrington. (August )$1.00 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 


Grant, Gordon THE SECRET VOYAGE Morrow 


Every boy likes to draw pictures and would like to see his figures come 
alive, so here you are. Our young hero has a magic Chinese brush and finds himself in 
the days of sail through his own drawings. There are terrific fights with pirates and 
a horrifying Davy Jones rises from the sea. Gordon Grant's careful sketches of sailing 
craft are grand but his pictures of the boy seem strangely disappointing. (7/22)$1.50 


DeJong, Dola NIKKERNIK, NAKKERNAK AND NOKKERNOK Scribner 


Three little dwarfs and their strange problems. Evidently the author has 
many ardent admirers in Holland, but this seems to lack charm though it has some humor. 
Illustrated by Jan H. Hoowij. (8/24) $1.50 


Maloy, Lois SWIFT THUNDER OF THE PRAIRIE Scribner 


The author has illustrated her book about a train puffing across the Great 
Plains through the Buffalo-Indian country. Naturally the red men were resentful, es- 
pecially the young bloods. Little Star Brother saves the train from disaster and the 
natives are soothed by the diplomacy of the Indian Agent. A clear picture of one phase 
of the opening of the West. (8/10) $1.75 


Robinson, Tom IN AND OUT a Wy [AY a, Viking 
A nice book of rhymes which can be enjoyed by all ages; as there are a few 

about school, it is listed in this section. There are many poems about birds and some 

about dolls which girls will enjoy. The prayers are excellent to show the feelings of 


young children. [Illustrated by Aldren Watson. (October) $2.00 
Van Stockum, Hilda ANDRIES Viking 
’ The author is illustrating this book herself and we presume that it will 


be as lovely as all her others. We have listed it in this section because it will 

give the adult reader such pleasure, though it would be possible for an advanced young- 
ster to read it alone and girls of ten would also love it. Andries is suddenly orphan- 
ed in Holland, in the early days of motoring and is taken in by a gruff old bachelor 
uncle who lives in a dreary big house. The boy of ten yearns for affection but re- 
ceives none until a kind mother of four in a neighboring little house gives him the 
warmth he needs. He is constantly doing wrong accidently, and suffering for it even 

at school, but understanding straightens him out. When his alert mind tackles a tree 
house, the study of bulbs and teaching tricks to his animal pets, he is happier. The 
family next door is full of life and kindness, the philosophy of three-year old Kobus 
on God is particularly endearing. The uncle softens and marries his new housekeeper, 
he matures as well as Andries. A true to life quality with action and humor makes 

this an unusually appealing book. (October) 7 $2.00 
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STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9-12's 
Harper, Wilhelmina FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY: Stortes of Young Patriots Dutton 


The compiler has made a good selection of stories which go to show the fine 
stuff of which our young’ patriots have been made. There are nineteen including stories 
by Cornelia Meigs, Elizabeth Coatsworth, Russell Gordon Carter and thirteen other ex- 
cellent authors. There is always a need for short stories in library or home; they are 
the perfect solution for reading aloud to mixed age groups. (Publ.) $2.00 


Lee, Melicent Humason THE VILLAGE OF SINGING BIRDS Harper 


; Tito lived with his poverty-stricken family in a ruined convent in Antigua. 
Like Pico in the Macrae-Smith book reviewed in this issue, he wished to go back to his 
family's mountain village. This story seems a trifle younger and has lovely descrip- 
tions of Tito's love of birds. His kindness to them is a factor in finding his an- 
cestral village. Illustrated by Zhenya Gay. (8/5) $1.50 


Hamlin, John FLYING HORSES: A Story of the Merry-Go-Round Lippincott 


Carrousels have enchantment for all, so this story laid in upper New York 
State should appeal to many. Dan was an unfortunate orphan who inherited a gift for 
wood-carving. He had his first break when a passing gypsy gave him a wounded pony. 
Later the boy was taken on by Carl lLandow who was making the first merry-go-round in 
America. A vivid and unusual picture, which shows up the bigotry of some settlers who 
believed all pleasure was sinful. There is excitement, love of good craftsmanship, 


plus the sure appeal of a horse. Illustrated by Charles Hargens. (10/7) $2.25 
Stewart, Anna Bird BIBI, THE BAKER'S HORSE Lippincott 
* A gay beguiling story of a little Corsican horse who is fortunately bought 


by the baker in Avignon in Provence. Bibi delivered the bread but he also went on all 
family excursions and found adventure in the great flood. The author has been to 
Avignon seventeen times including one whole winter, so she knows whereof she writes. 
There is a vocabulary at the end. Illustrated by Catherine Richter. (9/16) $2.00 


Phelps, Margaret PICO AND THE SILVER MOUNTAIN Macrae Smith 


Pico set out bravely from Mexico City to go up into the silver mountain to 
return to the home of his people, the Nahua Indians, mountaineers, cousins to the Aztecs. 
He wanted to find work in Taxco in the silver mines. He has many adventures on his way, 
including a dinner with a wealthy kind Senora. This is a well told story full of de- 
tails of Mexican life. Pico is courageous and independent, American boys will love and 
admire him. [llustrated by Ann Eshner. (9/14) $1.75 


Talbott, Addison PACK JACK TRAIL Macrae Smith 


David and Johnny, aged twelve and ten, go from Kansas City to Colorado for 
their summer vacation. They are taken off on a grand pack trip by an old-timer called 
Ike. They experience all the joys of such an expedition including meals of fresh-trout 
and beans. Excitement runs high when they cross the path of some saboteurs who plan 
to dynamite the great dam. This is a good one to remember when you have calls for 
books on western camping. f[llustrated by Sanford Tousey. (9/14) $2.00 
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Merrill, Marion THE YOUNG BILLINGS OF BUCKHORN Morrow 


Sandra James has illustrated this attractive looking book which is based 
on fact. There is actually a family of children in the highlands of the Canadian 
divide, who run their own little farm, as they are motherless and the father is off 
lumbering almost all the time. The author lives near them and has watched them care- 
fully. In this story the six Billings children get into serious trouble when two 
scoundrels run a secret saw-mill in the farm woods and try to push the youngsters out. 
They cope with their exciting problems with as much courage as they have shown in their 


daily chores. (8/19) $2.00 
Sickels, Evelyn THE SCHOOL BELL RINGS Scribner 


Another illustrated by Sandra James who certainly has an appealing style. 
In twelve different stories the author shows some of the distinctive types of schools 
there have been in this country. There are the Boston school in 1775 when pupils and 
teacher helped hide the guns; Nellie Custis in 1784 learning at Mt. Vernon; a New 
England Dame school in 1780 where they used Hornbooks; the Walla Walla Mission school 
run by Marcus and Narcissa Whitman; an Indiana school in 1820 when the boys locked out 
the teacher on Christmas day; and other such interesting pictures of early American 


school life. (Sept.)9//44 $2.00 
Gordon, Patricia NOT —- MRS.-MURPHY Viking 


When the school bus pulls up one morning Mr. Murphy is not at the wheel 
but a strange woman whose words run together and who firmly says that she is not-Mrs.- 
Murphy. Her hat intrigues the children as it has a fox's tail hanging down in the back. 
They meet the Hunt when lo-and-behold, the six children are suddenly six active foxes. 
This is Monday's adventure. Tuesday, they change into parrots on the way to school; 
Wednesday is unicorn day; Thursday, they are child-seals in a marvelous circus; while 
on Friday, Not-Mrs.-Murphy looks like a "lady going on an extra-special picnic" and 
what a day they have! Delightful fantasy. Try for the hard-to-please Mary Poppins 
fans. Illustrated by Ralph Boyer. (October) 22 $1.50 


. 


Molnar, Ferenc BLUE-EYED LADY Viking 


As a Junior Literary Guild Selection, with the illustrator Helen Sewell and 
the famous author, this will naturally have a big send-off. It is a Christmas fantasy 
for girls end it will be interesting to watch its appeal for children and adults. It 
can be read aloud to a younger group. Nan and Pip are brought up in a big city by old 
Mrs. Finn who had loved their dead mother dearly. During the holidays, while passing 
a gaily lighted window, she is struck by the resemblance of a wax figure to the child- 
ren's mother. She points this out to them, they are entranced to realize that a miracle 
has occurred, for the wax lady nods and smiles for them alone. The mother's spirit 
watches from the clouds above, where the other angels follow the children and their 
offering of presents to the lady in the window. As this story is short, all librarians 
and book-sellers can find time to read it, and judge for themselves. = 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9-12's 


Miller, Margaret ALONG OUR COAST Dodd, Mead 


"Our Coast" is the West coast, particularly the coast of California; this 
therefore has a strictly local appeal. Told in the first person, the author talks 
about California sea lions, the San Diego Zoo, whales, and all other sea life found 
along that stretch of the Pacific. There are many unusual facts mentioned, such as, 
for instance, that the Chinese used sting rays for shields and the California Indians 
used their poison on their arrow-heads. (7/14) $1.50 
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Gray, Madeline and urban, Robert C. THE BRIGHT IDEA BOOK Dutton 


This is teeming with all kinds of suggestions to keep young vacationists 
busy, while many of the ideas can be used for sick-a-beds. Each "bright idea" has 
actually been tried out by boys and girls and has been sent in to Mrs. Urban, who runs 
@ coast-to-coast broadcast over NBC. There are six sections; magic tricks, sport tips, 
earn-some-money ideas, tricks and training for dogs, hobbies and puzzles. A really 
helpful volume. Unfortunately the name of the chapter does not appear as running head 
at the top of each page; this is a minor detail, but books of this type should be un- 
usually easy to use, and this has no index. (Putl.) $2.50 


Lucas, Jannette May FRUITS OF THE EARTH Lippincott 


Another top-notch volume of Where Did Your Garden Grow. It is presumable 
that the illustrations by Helene Carter will be as acceptable as ever. This will be 
used all through the teens and will be available in all libraries. Each fruit is handl- 
ed separately and its history from earliest times is recounted. (10/7) $2.00 


Anderson, J. Lonzo BAG OF SMOKE Viking 


Here we have the story of the mMontgolfier brothers and their struggle to 
invent and perfect the first balloon. They learn that "nothing is so simple as what 
was done yesterday; nothing so difficult as what is to be done tomorrow". The book 
opens with a crowd of awed Southern French townspeople staring up at the young inventor 
who is about to jump from his roof-top with an early form of parachute, in this way the 
young readers attention is caught immediately. One brother is the shy genius, the 
other the practical man of affairs, which make a well balanced pair. There are graphic 
accounts of the trial flight with its cargo of hen, duck and lamb and the later flight 
over Paris with humans aboard. Our beloved Franklin enters the picture occasionally 
and there are good impressions of the court of Louis XVI. [Ill'd. by Adrienne Adams. 

(October) $2.00 


CLASSICS - REPRINTS - INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


de Brunhoff, Jean BABAR AND HIS CHILDREN Random House 
BABAR AND ZEPHIR 


These will be uniform with the new editions of the first three of the well 
loved series. The second title has formerly been called Zephir's Holidays, in the 
$3.00 edition. (8/4) $1.00 each 


FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Fast, Howard THE TALL HUNTER Harper 


A short book, but as usual Mr. Fast tells a story so effectively that you 
can never forget what he writes. He tells of his "grandfather's grandfather" who fol- 
lowed Daniel Boone into the wilderness of Kaintuck. For years he could not bear even 
the simplest civilization, until he saw Ellen. Desperately in love with her he settled 
down, but one day when he came back from a short hunting trip, he found the cabin burn- 
ed down and no sign of his Ellen. Miserable years. passed until Johnny Appleseed 
brought her home from her Indian captors. Pictures by Rafaello Busoni. (9/16) $1.75 
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David, Julian THE THREE HANSES Little, Brown 


This is fiction based on the life of Hans Christian Andersen, - serious, 
moon-struck, yellow-haired and stoop-shouldered, who wanted to be an actor. He is 
fourteen in this story of his adventures with the other Hanses, - Hans Flode, who 
wanted to sail everywhere, and Hans Poppen, tough, inquisitive and cheerful. The pub- 
lishers claim it to be “the only modern novel for young people based on the youth of 
Andersen". Perhaps so - but the two biographies (Shoemaker'’s Son by Burnett and The 
Ugly Duckling by Proudfit) both seem to us more satisfactory as introductions to An- 
dersen. Such sentences - in the David book - as "his face lighted by an inner lamp 
as if the housewife of his mind had just placed it behind the windows of his eyes" 
were particularly annoying. Illustrated by Warren Chappell, whose training under 
Rudolf Koch gives him peculiar fitness for the assignment. (9/23) $2.00 


Isasi, Miriam and WHITE STARS OF FREEDOM Whitman 
Denny, Melcena Burns 


What people are more fascinating than the Basque! This gives a marvelous 
picture of their life up to the Spanish Revolution. Narbik Aguirre is a Spanish Basque 
shepherd who becomes an American citizen in San Diego just after Pearl Harbor. The 
major part of the book is laid in his home country in which he has such pride. There 
are fine descriptions of his life with his sheep and dogs, pelota, a splendid funeral, 
Guernica, the holy city of the Basques and its famous tree, his sister's wedding, and 
Basco George, a grand character, a Basque who has moved to Idaho. The story starts in 
1942 then goes back to 1933. It is most moving to realize what our country means to 
peopie of this sort, and should make young readers more proud than ever of the United 
States and what it can offer. Illustrated by Kurt Wiese. (October) $2. 50 


FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Cole, Norman B. and Ernst, Clayton H. FIRST AID FOR BOYS Appleton-Century 


This seems to follow the Red Cross manual but it will be easier for boys 
to read and. certainly will not be harmful to théir elders. Because many real accidents 
are cited it has the advantages of an advanced first aid course. If the illustrations 
are clear this might be the book to have in every home. Certainly every one over 


a 


twelve should have first aid knowledge in war or peace. (8486) Y Stic + $2.00 _~ 
32a os 

Davis, Bob TREE TOAD Lippincott-Stokes 

. This was published as an adult boy-biography in 1936 and we loved it then 


and love it now. A delectable yarn of golden boyhood, an ideal book for family read- 
ing. Amazing recapturing of the spirit of youth, with original sin in its most cap- 
tivating guise. Amusing and entertaining incidents galore - delicious fun - original. 
I think it has the elements of a classic picture of boyhood, far outweighing Story of 
a Bad Boy. Charles Dana Gibson has contributed a charming frontispiece - a boy por- 
trait, and Robert McCloskey, winner of this year's Caldecott, has done delightful il- 


lustrations. Foreword by Anne Carroll Moore. (September 16) $2.00 
[- 

Nicolay, Helen MACARTHUR ON BATAAN Appleton-Century 

* We have all seen too many pins and pictures of General MacArthur and with 


typical American fickleness have more or less forgotten the glowing hero worship we 
felt for him last winter. It is therefore time for us all to read such a biography as 
this, which is well written, balanced and absorbing. Sell it to your adult customers 



























eT 


A ah EOE eee 











» 


July 15, 1942 Juvenile Books ~345- 





Our General MacArthur 
comes from a fighting Scotch family, his grandfather came over, settled in Milwaukee, 


too, though it isn't long it is a grand form of re-inspiration. 


was a fine lawyer and a War Democrat. The father went off to war at seventeen, re- 
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor for his work at Missionary Ridge, Tennessee, 

and was called the "Boy Colonel of the West". The mother was a spirited beautiful 

girl from Richmond. Douglas was born in 1880 at Little Rock and came easily by his 
"impressively effective manner", his father even died dramatically. We know this 

story, the years at West Point, the high graduation honors, the early period in the 
Philippines with his belief in the Filipinos, his period as observer with the Japanese 
in the Russo-Japanese war, aide to Theodore Roosevelt in 1906, his leadership of the 
42nd Rainbow Division, his running of West Point and so forth right down to last 

March, including the unpleasant episode of the foiling of the Bonus Army. An efficient, 


confident, energetic, great leader has been well described for our youth. T[llustrated. 
(8/28) $1.75 
Ga) 


Rigby, Wallis FIGHTING PLANES OF THE UNITED NATIONS Garden City 
* This is a gold-mine for the book and toy departments but not for libraries, 
because it is an excellent volume of easy-to-build paper models. The first section 
gives six models in push-out form to be used for decoration or identification purposes, 
these are on thick paper and the parts of the planes are in color. The second section 
is in black and white on thin, tough paper, here the boy is to cut out and make ten 
planes which will actually glide. Instructions are clear and sensible. The whole is 
approved by Air Youth, a division of the National Aeronautic Association. Have tried 
this on a boy of nine, who finds it hard to do neatly but the boy of twelve can just 
manage it well. (Publ.) $1.19 
Jones, Leslie Allen ELI TERRY: Clockmaker of Connecticut Farrar & Rinehart 
This biography starts with Eli Terry in his ‘teens in 1786 living in Windsor 
in the northern part of Connecticut. Unusually handy, he is apprenticed young to 
Daniel Burnap, the clock maker and repairer. Like all the rest. of his kind he became 
an excellent Jack-of-all-trades, including even simple dentistry. Those were the days 
of the traveling peddlers and in a few years Eli was entrusted with a selling trip to 
Harland in Norwich. He became interested in making fire-engines, but his great feat 
as he grew in years and knowledge, was to produce clocks in great quantities at low 
prices, for he used wood for his wheels instead of brass. He had one order for four 
thousand clocks to be delivered to Waterbury. In 1826 he made the clocks for Center 
Church in New Haven. Eli Jr. carried on the business in Terryville. This should ap- 
peal particularly to boys; though the action is naturally slow it is well written and 
an interesting picture of one of the great New England trades. [Illustrated by Robert 






Doremus. (9/10) $2.00 
Zim, Herbert S. PARACHUTES Harcourt, Brace 
Naturally boys are consumed with curiosity about parachuting. They seem 


to think it normal to step out of a plane and sail down slowly. 


Here is the book for 


them and their fathers. 


It includes chapters on the caterpillar club, parachutes in 


Russia, paratroop training, smoke jumping. 


submarines, see July 1 issue, page 315. 


The author has another book this year on 
Illustrated with photographs and drawings by 


James MacDonald. (8/27) $2. 50 
Maurois, Andre’ FREDERIC CHOPIN Harper 
° A superb, brief, moving biography of the great Polish composer. Chopin had 


a happy youth but his short life was tragic on the whole. 
great career handled by a sympathetic brilliant author. 


Tllustrated by Everett Shinn. C2725} 
fhe 


A rare personality and a 
Adults will enjoy this too. 


$1.75 L— 
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Judson, Clara Ingram SOLDIER DOCTOR: Scribner 
The Story of William C. Gorgas 


. A fine biography of the man who did so much to kill the plague called 
yellow fever. Born in Richmond, son of a Confederate general, the family was up 
against it after the Civil War. Gorgas wanted desperately to go to West Point, but 
the cards were against him. Determined to get into the army somehow, he interned at 
Bellevue in New York and was accepted as an army doctor. In the Spanish American War 
he was sent to Cuba and started his study of the fever. He helped clean up Havana, 
knew Walter Reed and in 1904 was sent to the Canal Zone. There he went after malaria, 
exterminated the Stagomyia. He had a hard time when Goethals cut down on cash for the 
sanitary department, but by 1914, due chiefly to Gorgas, the Canal Zone was the heal- 
thiest spot under the stars and stripes. He was sent to Africa where the negroes in 
the mines were dying of pneumonia. His last job was on the Rockefeller International 
Health Board. A great man whose life should become familiar to the young. Illustrat- 


ed by Robert Doremus. (8/24) $1.60 


° 


Allen, Ethan WINNING BASEBALL Whittlesey House 


Adult or juvenile - this is for the baseball fan. A most instructive and 
helpful picture book on how to play baseball. Excellent pictures of every phase of 
the game including pitching, catching, infielding, outfielding, batting and base runn- 
ing. A good how-to-do-it book, with special pictures of individual players, stance, 


play etc. Done by a famous player. (Publ.) $1.50 
ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Non-fiction 
Hartwell, Dickson DOGS AGAINST DARKNESS Dodd, Mead 


Tremendously interesting account of The Seeing Eye, the people behind it 
and what it has accomplished. With historical and biographical background of its 
early days, then its establishment in the U.S.A.; how it functions, what is required 
of dogs, students, trainers; what it has accomplished for the blind. Absorbing. For 
further details see full report, Page 304. Illustrated. (9/9) S275 


Call, Hughie GOLDEN FLEECE Houghton, Mifflin 


A Montana sheep man's wife tells her side of sheep ranching, from her com- 
ing as a bride and very much of a greenhorn, through her period of adjustment from the 
easygoing ways of Texas, to gradually finding a way in which she can be useful on the 
ranch. There is humor, understanding, and the quality of true westerns, in the anec- 
dotes of herders, animals, adventures and misadventures. For full report see Page 
302. Illustrated by Paul Brown. (8/7) $3.00 


Benchley, Belle J. MY FRIENDS, THE APES Little, Brown 


With humor and sympathy the author tells all kinds of stories and leaves 
the reader with a feeling of respect for her friends’ intelligence. For further des-~ 
cription see page 279. (8/19) $3.00 


Van Loon, Hendrik Willem VAN LOON'S LIVES Simon & Schuster 


This has been thoroughly and carefully reviewed on page 273, where you 
will find that this will probably be most excellent reading for those in their late 
‘teens. (8/247 $3.95 
9S 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR AUGUST 


ei Cre es 


HISTORICAL, REGIONAL AND PERIOD 


Costain, Thomas B.- FOR MY GREAT FOLLY (Putnam) $2.75 


Stern, Philip Van Doren- THE DRUMS OF MORNING (Doubleday, Doran) $3.00 


Dorrance, Ward- THE SUNDOWNERS (Scribner) $2.50 
Jennings, John- GENTLEMAN RANKER (Reynal & Hitchcock) $2.75 


CONTEMPORARY FICTION 


Babson, Naomi Lane- LOOK DOWN FROM HEAVEN (Reynal & Hitchcock) 
$2.50 
Silone, Ignazio- THE SEED BENEATH THE SNOW (Harper) $2.75 
Conrad, Joseph- A CONRAD ARGOSY (Doubleday, Doran) $5.00 
Kandel, Aben- THE STONES BEGIN TO DANCE (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
$2.00 
Kroll, Harry H- THE RIDER ON THE BRONZE HORSE (Bobbs Merrill) 
$2.50 
Mason, A.E.W.- MUSK AND AMBER (Doubleday, Doran) $2.50 
Kaulkner, John- DOLLAR COTTON (Harcourt Brace) $2.50 
Roberts, Edith- LITTLE HELL ~- BIG HEAVEN (Bobbs Merrill) $2.50 
Basso, Hamilton- SUN IN CAPRICORN (Scribner) $2.50 


LIGHT FICTION 


Marks, Percy- FULL FLOOD (Reynal & Hitchcock) $2.50 
Moore, Isabel- I'LL NEVER LET YOU GO (Farrar & Rinehart) $2.00 


Barnard, J. Lawrence- THE LAND OF PROMISE (Doubleday Doran) $2.00 


Baur, Betty- THE WHITE QUEEN (Viking) $2.50 
MYSTERIES - AND A WESTERN 


Ford, Leslie- MURDER IN THE 0.P.M. (Scribner) $2.00 
Chandler, Raymond— THE HIGH WINDOW (Knopf) $2.00 

Irish, William- PHANTOM LADY (Lippincott) $2.00 

White, Ethel Lina- HER HEART IN HER THROAT (Harper) $2.00 


Young, Gordon- IRON RAINBOW (Doubleday, Doran) $2.00. Western. 


Collins, Mary- ONLY THE GOOD (Seribner) $2.00 
R.. G3 wi Bet CF 1 Gan 
THE WAR 


Hill, Russell-~ DESERT WAR (Knopf) $2.75 
Coupland, R.- CRIPPS' MISSION (Oxford) $.75 
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Marsman, J. H.- I ESCAPED FROM HONG KONG (Reynal & Hitchcock) $2.50 327 


Baker, Robert L.- OIL, BLOOD AND SAND (Appleton-Century) $2.50 
Trumbull, Robert- THE RAFT (Henry Holt) $2.50 
Gallagher, 0.D.- ACTION IN THE EAST (Doubleday, Doran) $3.00 


GENERAL 


Byrd, Sam- SMALL TOWN SOUTH (Houghton Miffli®) $2.75 
Blankenship, Russell- AND THERE WERE MEN (Knopf) $3.00 
Robertson, Ben- RED HILLS AND COTTON (Knopf) $2.50 


Benchley, Belle- MY FRIENDS, THE APES (Little Brown) $3.00 


Green, Julian- MEMORIES OF HAPPY DAYS (Harper) $3.00 
Van Loon, Hendrik W.- VAN LOON'S LIVES (Simon & Schuster) $3.75 
Diament, Gertrude- THE DAYS OF OFELIA (Houghton Mifflin) $2.75 


Call, Hughie- GOLDEN FLEECE (Houghton Mifflin) $3.00 
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